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An Interview with Sayan Dey about the hook: Critically
Diverse Perspectives on Covid-19

Critically Diverse
Perspectives on
ovid-19:

Interviews with a varied range of South Africans

Ompha Tshikhudo Malima*

mpha:  Sayan, your
book focuses on a
multiplicity of lived

experiences  arising  from
the COVID-19  epidemic
and yet the discussions are
grounded on sustained research
methodology. Is there a
specific interviewee who most
poignantly raised the aspect

of weaponising pandemics
through race relations?

Sayan: A great question to initiate the
conversation. It is important to note that this
volume of interviews was curated during
a time when a lot of books had already been
published on Covid-19, pandemics and post-
Covid. While conceptualizing this project we
were concerned that a majority of the published
works had focused on the disease, society,
crises and solutions from deep theoretical
viewpoints. While on the one hand, we do
not deny the necessity of formulating theories
to address challenges, it is also important to
simultaneously engage with practicalities and
that is where our project comes in. The aspect of
sustained research methodology is to put forth
the argument that the pandemic of Covid-19

continued on page 2:

* Ompha Tshikhudo Malima is an early
career scholar, philosopher, and writer.

*

Dr Sayan Dey

“It is important

to note that

this volume of
interviews was
curated during a
time when a lot of
books had already
been published
on Covid-19,
pandemics and

post-Covid.” n
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continued from page 1:

is not just a medical and health concern,
but is an intersectional concern of class,
caste, race, gender, political, biological,
geopolitical and cultural issues. These
gained further impetus with the outbreak
of the pandemic. Each and every
interview addresses the issue of racism
from diverse disciplinary concerns like
sociology, history, decoloniality, cultural
studies, psychology, pedagogies and
various others. Each and every chapter
highlights how racism was subtly played
out during the pandemic and is still being
played out in terms of access to health
grants, upliftment funds, basic health and
medical facilities, and in various other
ways.

Ompha: Racism is a system
which questions the humanity of
indigenous peoples. How did this
manifest within the voices contained in
the book?

Sayan: Though the book doesn’t
specifically engage with indigenous
peoples and their knowledge systems, the
conversations very firmly interrogate the
temporariness, superficiality and the fake
promises of cure and welfare made by the
colonial/Euro-North American centric
scientific and medical practices. With
the evolution of physical colonization,
indigenous knowledge systems have
been systemically erased, appropriated
and distorted by the colonisers and the
process continues to take place under the
physiological and ideological blankets of
development and progress.

Background
Dr Sayan Dey* is the co-editor with
Shankhadeep Chattopadhyay of
Critically Diverse Perspectives on
Covid-19: Interviews with a varied
range of South Africans (Unisa
Press & the NIHSS, 2023). The
book contains a set of interviews

reflecting the perspectives and
lived experiences of a range

of South African practitioners,
intellectuals and activists
historicising, and contemplating
multiple crises arising from the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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cover depicting a stylised
collection of myriad viral interpretations

When the outbreak took place, there
was hardly any conversation around
indigenous health and medical practices;
institutions, doctors and medical
practitioners hardly talked about natural
and ecologically sustainable responses to
the outbreak. All the proposed solutions
were centred on chemical vaccines,
which initially were only accessible
to a socially, culturally, politically,
racially, and economically privileged
individuals and communities. This aspect
of the crisis is meticulously addressed
by the interviewees who analyse the
production and distribution patterns of
vaccines through the social dynamics
and power structures as posed by
nationalism, racism, gender hierarchies,

continues on page 3:

—

“.. the pandemic
of Covid-19 is not
just a medical and
health concern, but
is an intersectional
concern of class,
caste, race, gender,
political, biological,
geopolitical and
cultural issues”
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continued from page 2:

digital divide, lack of education
and sensitization, etcetera. As
possible counterarguments, the
interviewees from their respective

positionalities shared different
perspectives  of  indigenous
knowledges  about  science,

medicine, history, health and
society that can be implemented
to prevent further damage.

Ompha: Your work is largely
based on re-positioning the
analysis of individual societies
(ethnography) since you
carefully take cognisance of
your own positionality, and
in this book of interviews,
that of others. Which of the interviews
stand out for you in this respect?

Sayan: Every interview is a reflection
of the individual and collective
positionalities of the participants. In fact,
one of the many motivating factors to
conceive this project was to bring forth
the tensions, concerns, anger, agreements
and disagreements that the different
South African and other scholars, thinkers
and academicians have experienced
across disciplines during the outbreak of
Covid-19. The challenges were not just
pedagogical where teachers and learners
were concerned about the radical shift
from in-person classrooms to digital
classrooms, but also curricular. After the
paradigmatic social, cultural, intellectual,
and existential transformations were
brought by the pandemic, it was also
difficult to locate and connect the existing
knowledge contents of the curriculums
with the practical scenarios of hatred,
self-centeredness and loneliness. So,
the conversations, through embracing
diverse forms of positionalities, engage
with how there cannot be a generic set of
pedagogical, curricular, social, political,
and cultural solutions to the problem,
which is globalized, but whose impact
has been very provincial, territorial and
often individualistic in nature.

Ompha: COVID-19 brought about
a yearning for post-pandemic futures
in various domains of life (such as
education, health, politics, religion,
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community L

relations,

and business).

Moreover, we are living in a world filled
with “post-’s that are continuously
infiltrated by racial hierarchies; it then
begs the question of whether a post-
pandemic life is possible, and how such
imaginations could be theorised and
materialised. Your thoughts on this?

Sayan: The whole politics, confusions,
and complexities around the prefix
“post- is a never-ending conversation.
My engagement with this perspective
provokes me to ask more questions and
generate less answers. Such as, when
we talk about postcolonial, postmodern,
posthuman, postracial and various other
forms of ‘post’ — phenomenon, are we

continues on page 4:

“The whole politics,
confusions, and
complexities around
the prefix “post-”

is a never-ending
conversation. My
engagement with
this perspective
provokes me to ask
more questions
and generate less
answers.”
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continued from page 3:

really sure that we have moved beyond
the dimensions that we are proposing in
our theories and methodologies? A similar
form of question is valid, when

arguments on post-
pandemic as well.
Though 1 co-edit a
book series on Post-
Covid academics,
politics and society, I
remain very sceptical
about how to interpret
the term post-Covid
or post-pandemic.
Have we really been
able to come out of
the pandemic? Not just
medically, but socially,
culturally,  politically,
and economically? Even
in terms of outbreaks we
see that the moment we
are settling in with the fact
that Covid-19 might have
got over, we are welcomed
by another strain. When
writing this response, India
was once again getting
enveloped with another
new strain of Covid. The
fear of infections, closures,
loneliness, job losses, and
life threats are rising again.

we engage with

So, in such a circumstance,
isn’t the condition of post-
pandemic  transitional in
nature? Don’t the situations of being
in the pandemic and outside exist side
by side? These questions are valid for
investigating the word “post” in other
circumstances as well. So, this question
does not have clear answer to me, but
for sure provokes me to unthink, think
and rethink the phenomenon of “post”
through multiple dimensions.

Ompha: Your book is bound to appeal
to varied audiences across disciplines
while maintaining its coherent scope.
How did the book achieve this cohesion
across multiple viewpoints and
disciplines?

Sayan: When we (the editors, Hetta
Pieterse, Norma Romm and Unisa
Press) were conceptualizing this project,
we were consistently brainstorming to
generate a medium of expression that is
appealing and approachable to a wide
range of audience. This is why, instead
of going by the traditional way of writing
articles, essays, and chapters, we thought
of taking the conversational pathway to
express our concerns, crises and the varied
possibilities to overcome them. However,
the pathway was not an easy one. In fact,
the publication team was very divided
over our medium of expression and they
were sceptical about the criticality of the

continues on page 5:

“In fact, the
publication team
was very divided
over our medium of
expression and they
were sceptical about
the criticality of the
conversations.”
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continued from page 4:

conversations. The interventions by Hetta
and Prof. Romm, along with the support
of the reviewers, finally enabled us to
build this project. Moreover, the funding
from the NIHSS (National Institute of
Humanities and Social Sciences) enabled
the project to be open-access and easily
downloadable.

So, apart from the content, the style
and the structure of the project is highly
significant because with the outbreak of
the pandemic, certain sections of societies
across the planet were finding it difficult
to access data, information, documents,
books and articles for studies and
research. Therefore, the fact that the book
is available as an open-access publication
functions as a form of resistance against
the paywalled gateways of mainstream
knowledge production. Altogether, the
format of the book is not just a format,
but also a (post)pandemic theoretical
and methodological mode of inclusive

knowledge production.
Ompha: The influx towards
digital migration arising from

temporary physical lockdowns to
combat COVID-19 has brought about
new narratives, ways of communication
and re-masking social realities. How
do we guard against misinformation,
disinformation and the rise of far-right
extremism in perpetuating racial and
dehumanising stereotypes?

Sayan: One ofthe basic ways of initiating
the process of resisting misinformation
and disinformation in terms of race,
politics and other perspectives is to build
self-consciousness. Multiple scholars
and practitioners have spoken about
these aspects of building collective
sensitisation and consciousness against
these challenges. But the problems
have not ceased because the resistances
have mostly taken place in the realm of
policymaking, surveillances, censorships
and machine-centric interventions. As
on the one hand, I am not denying the
necessity of all these perspectives to
counter the abovementioned challenges,
on the other hand, I argue that without
self-realization, self-sensitization and
self-consciousness, these initiatives
cannot work effectively - and we are
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already seeing the results. For instance,
let us look into social media channels like
Facebook, Whatsapp, and others, which
were, in spite of avenues for raising
complaints and despite the existence of
advanced security systems, genuine and
critical information often was censored
and blocked and rumours were allowed
to be circulated freely. So, again - this is
not an easy question to respond to, but at
least we can collectively think of ways in
which we can initiate our resistance.

Ompha: What advice would
you give to aspirant authors in fields
such as critical race theory, social
justice, philosophy, language, and
education? How does one navigate this
complex terrain?

Sayan: I am not sure if I am in a position
to give advice with respect to these fields.
But I can share some of my research
and analytical perspectives that widely
ties to my decolonial theoretical and
methodological practices in daily life, in
terms of teaching, learning, researching,
thinking, sharing, and living. With respect
to my research and life experiences, I
have realised that in order to practice
theories and methods, it is crucial to put
these into practice first and then analyse
to what extent different forms of research
methods are theoretically applicable. And
in the process of applying, I have always
felt how difficult it is to understand
different theories and methodologies
as separate entities. To explain further,
the conversations on critical race theory
can also lead us to conversations on
class, caste, gender, society, cultures,
communities and  various  other
perspectives. The conversations on
curriculums and pedagogies can also lead
to conversations on economies, families,
digital divides, Aurtificial Intelligence
and many others. So, every mode and
modality of our existence are interrelated
to each other and that interwoven and
intersectional perspective needs to be
acknowledged at every point of our
knowledge-making process. 1 think
this could be one of the many ways of
navigating through the complex terrains
and the acknowledgement is prominently
visible within the conversations in the
book.

* Dr Dey is currently assistant
professor at the Alliance School
of Liberal Arts, Alliance University,
Bengaluru, India.

The open access book Critically
diverse perspectives on Covid-19:
Interviews with a varied range of
South Africans was funded by
the National Institute for the
Humanities & Social Sciences
(NIHSS) and is available from
Unisa Press online: https://
unisapress.africa/index.php/
unisapress/catalog/book/133
Limited print copies are available
at cost: Please enquire from
morodjm@unisa.ac.za

“. the
conversations on
critical race theory
can also lead us to
conversations on
class, caste, gender,
society, cultures,
communities and
various other
perspectives”
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The Copyright Amencment Bills

ANFARR

Keyan G Tomaselli

opyright issues have
veered sharply off
course over the past

eight years, starting with
Cabinet’s approval of the
Copyright Amendment Bill
(CAB) in 2016. As has been
widely reported, especially in
the Daily Maverick (DM), the
outcome is a far cry from the
initial good intentions of the
reform to protect creators of
copyright works.

The Big Tech sector, mostly
foreign, stands ready to trawl
for and monetize local creative
and scholarly work, and then
render these products “free”
to “users” (which include
themselves). This is a reversal
of the original intentions.

The issues buffeting the
South  African  IP-scape
continue unabated well after
the CAB was endorsed by
Parliament. =~ The pro- Bill
lobby then found itself dealing
with Yvonne Chaka Chaka’s
cautions on the CAB and also

the Performers Amendment Bill,

copyright bill (4 March 2024).

The lobby that wants the current versions of the CAB has ignored

“The Big Tech sector, mostly
foreign, stands ready to trawl
for and monetize local creative
and scholarly work, and then
render these products “free”
to “users” (which include
themselves). This is a reversal
of the original intentions.”

Artists feel the pinch of new

raisal of News Coverage

that sees tradable value in
IP and the foundation of the
small business sector. Yet,
the multiple authors of Follow
The Money: Who is against
the Copyright Amendment
Bill? (dailymaverick.
co.za) (22 Feb 2024) ignore
these  contradictions  and
make statements so broad as
to be meaningless in law, but
effective in populist rhetoric.

The following interventions
have occurred over the past
years in just one venue,
the Daily Maverick (DM).
These opinions vary between
evangelic support on the one
hand, and on the other, serious
legally grounded questions
are asked of the Bills (which
have yet to be signed by the
President.)

This essay refers to some of
these interventions.

One claim in DM by an actor
on the Performers Amendment
Bill makes passing reference
to the CAB. The article,
ANC blocked vital legislative
protection for performers, is
juxtaposed by an earlier one

by DM’s Tim Cohen that (‘I am not making this up’) pretty

much negates everything claimed by the actor (see: After the

Bell: SA’s new copyright law is neither copied nor right, 15 May

multiple submissions from creatives, IP and copyright lawyers,

authors and academics on how to make it workable.

Most

crucially, the Bill contradicts the Creative Industries Masterplan
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continues on page 7:
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continued from page 6:

2023).

Big tech giants play
destructive and positive roles
in_news media, by Anton
Harber, Executive Director
of the Campaign for Open
Media (18 April 2024), also
gets to the nub of the issue —
the impoverishment by Big
Tech of content creators and
small media. Responding
to Harber, DM ‘insider’,
Bobby10, writes:

"It’s ironic how publications
like Daily Maverick
unashamedly supported the
Copyright Amendment Bill by
publishing dozens of articles
written by its advocates and
hardly any by its critics.
SANEF  too  supported
and even “celebrated” the
Bills which — via the “Fair
Use” principle, predictably
promoted to Government
by lawyers and advocates
representing  Big  Tech
(surprise surprise!) — will
deprive authors, composers,
musicians, filmmakers, etc.
of their rights. It seems the
chickens have come home
to roost and suddenly DM
(and others in the media)
recognise  the  dangers!
The real pity is that these
industries do not support one
another in their fight against
the common foe but only
change their perceptions
once they find themselves in
the firing line. The Copyright
Amendment Bill was a
cautionary tale which the
media failed to heed — now
they face a similar fate."
(DM 18 April 2024)

My own comment dated 19

April was that Harber’s article is a most welcome eye-opener
on the opaque, complex and beguiling operation of the big tech

“It’s ironic how publications like Daily
Maverick unashamedly supported
the Copyright Amendment Bill by

publishing dozens of articles written
by its advocates and hardly any by

its critics. SANEF too supported
and even “celebrated” the Bills
which - via the “Fair Use” principle,
predictably promoted to Government
by lawyers and advocates
representing Big Tech (surprise
surprise!) - will deprive authors,
composers, musicians, filmmakers,
etc. of their rights.” Bobby 10

mining of smallernewsgathering organisations, whichimpoverish
them, their journalists and the media industry in general. Though
we all like to get our information for ‘free’ we do not admit that
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someone else is paying
for this benefit — without
exception. Nor do we

thank these unknown
backroom  benefactors
who produce the

information appropriated
by Big Tech as we justify
our participation of free
fishing under the guise
of ‘information justice’.
The latter argument
is the basis of the pro
CAB lobby, who want to
ensure the current rights
of Big Tech to continue
engaging in information
prospecting, repackaging
and redistribution, while
they  skim  billions,
evade taxes, and ruin
local media industries —
everywhere.

As Bobby 10 points out,
curiously, Harber does not
mention the Bill, or the
fact that that when signed
that the new Act could be
the final nail in the coffin
for the South African
educational  publishing
sector. For an analysis of
how the Bill is anticipated
to affect the educational
sector, do access this
open access article in
Education as Change
(2023) which the authors
themselves paid for so
that any readers can read
for ‘free’: Contradictions
to Hit the South African
Education Sector.

The DM closed its
offices for a day, trying
to recruit more reader-
pays subscriptions that
will enable non-paying
readers to read for ‘free’.
What is happening, in

fact, is that it is the subscribers / ‘insiders’, who are sponsoring
those readers of DM who do not subscribe or buy the print

continues on page 8:
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copy. We pay up because, even
though we feel exploited by the
non-payers ironically demanding
information justice, we want
to protect the small media that
sadly must rely on Big Tech to
operationalise  their  business
models.

Such contradictions can be
productive, indeed capitalism
thrives on them, but the real
victims are the grunts at the
printface. It is they who produce
the information that is unethically
appropriated by Big Tech that
enriches their  shareholders,
while impoverishing those who
generate the information fodder
in the first place.

The authors of “Follow the
Money” are again referred by
ANFASA to the Copyright
Coalition SA letter to the Portfolio
Committee of 15 November
2021. Seemingly, they missed an
admission from the Dept of Trade,
Industry and Competition (DTIC)
that it had consulted with Google
in developing the Bill (Portfolio
Committee meeting of 18 August
2017), and that Google were
identified as “partners” by DTIC
officials at their launch of the
Bill on 24 July 2017. The book,
Copyright Reform or Reframe?
(2023), addressed all these points
previously. Yet the authors of
“Follow the Money”, strangely
in our Internet connected world,
appear to be ignorant of these
documents.

To again summarise in lay terms:
“Follow the money”, inevitably,
would lead to the Big Tech
companies raking it in and they
will use South African content as
clickbait without paying for it. As
Prof Sihawu Ngubane, ANFASA

chair observes, “For authors fair use will affect income since there
is no limit to copying of educational materials. Consequences

“To again sumarise in lay
terms: “Follow the money?”,
inevitably, would lead to the
Big Tech companies raking
it in and they will use South
African content as clickbait

without paying for it.”

will be severe if the bill is passed into law.”
DM has itself carried far more informed comment on the Bill
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than is acknowledged in “Follow
the Money” or Bobbyl0. For
example, Pam Saxby commented
in August 2021 that the portfolio
committee was advised that
retrospectivity provisions in these
clauses “may constitute arbitrary
deprivation of property”.
Confining them to “prospective
operation” would also address the
President’s concerns that, in their
present form, the clauses confer
“substantial discretionary powers
on the minister, which may well

constitute ~ an  impermissible
delegation of legislative
authority”.  (Daily ___Maverick.

15 August 2021). She Ilater
wrote about the “far-reaching”
implications of the two Bills here:
Time for provincial legislatures
to wake up and ensure live ... (16
Feb 2023).

The DM itself has reported a
startling example of how the
Bill will enable image theft from
artists: in the case of Graeme
Williams vs Hank Willis Thomas.
Greg Marinovich inquired whether
or not a prominent American artist
had stolen and profited from an
image taken by a South African
photographer in 1990, weeks after
Nelson Mandela was released
from prison (17 Sept 2018).
Copyright lawyer and author,
Owen Dean, in “Confessions
of a Struggling Author”, also
describes in lay terms how the Bill
will undermine creatives. Dean’s
article was first published in DM
and then disappeared, never to be
restored after what seems to be a
hack.

As Hetta Pieterse and [ wrote in
DM (24 May 2023,

SA’s Copyright Amendment
Bill threatens livelihoods and ...)
this unconstitutional legislation is
being imposed regardless of the

cost to local creative industries, or education. An international
bridgehead for Big Tech will turn South African creators into

continues on page 9:
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virtual slaves whose intellectual labour will be denied its due

value.
The Bill’s resulting
procedural material

irregularities cannot now be
corrected. The Coalition for
Effective Copyright alleges,
for example, observed that
certain DTIC officials have
been misleading legislators
and the public. It has for
some time been clear that the
process towards the original
goals has been appropriated to
serve other ends.

The Bill’s initial laudable
intentions were replaced by
a demand for “user rights”,
manifested by  copyright
exceptions and a “fair use”
provision. These allow free
content and  disempower
creators and authors in a

way that is diametrically opposed to the Cultural and Creative
Industries Masterplan. The Bill wants the proceeds of intellectual

and the educational sector, with a collateral benefit to Big Tech.
Educational publishing is the backbone of the publishing

“The Bill’s initial laudable
intentions were replaced by
a demand for “user rights”,

manifested by copyright
exceptions and a “fair use”
provision. These allow free

content and disempower
creators and authors in a way
that is diametrically opposed
to the Cultural and Creative
Industries Masterplan.”

and creative labour to be rendered free to users in government and select committees.

industry in South Africa. The loss of copyright in this huge reading

sector will cause significant
industry contraction, not only
in textbook publication but
in other sectors, too, from an
inevitable knock-on effect.
An international bridgehead
for Big Tech will turn South
African creators into virtual
slaves whose labour will be
denied its due value.

In effect, the Bill will legalise
the theft of original work for
reselling by operators who
paid nothing for it, yet who
monetise access to it. That is
the basic contradiction that the
pro-Bill lobby fails to engage.

Where Robin Hood stole from
the rich to give to the poor, the
Copyright Amendment Bill
will enable the rich to steal
from anyone who creates

anything. The warnings are in the thousands of pages submitted
by creative industries and the Coalition to Parliament’s portfolio
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A Journey Unfolding with the Promise of Discovery and the Weight of Expectation

Navigating Niche Research:
My Post-Doctoral Journey

Emmanuel Rowlands*

journey as a post-doctoral researcher

unfolded with the promise of
discovery and the weight of expectation.
The early days were marked by
enthusiasm and optimism, fueled by the
boundless possibilities ahead. Armed with
a passion for unravelling the mysteries of
men’s masculinities and intimate partner
abuse against men, I embarked on this
expedition, fresh and ready to navigate
the academic pathways of knowledge
at a Research Centre at the University
of Johannesburg a few months after
obtaining my PhD in 2021 at the same

In the hushed halls of academia, my

university.

As I delved into this Research Centre
with colleagues and a supervisor
whose research interests diverged

significantly from mine, I embraced the
new opportunities and the challenges
that tested my resolve to pursue gender
science and pushed the boundaries of
my capabilities. On the positive side,
being surrounded by colleagues with
different research interests provided
valuable opportunities for exposure to
diverse perspectives and methodologies.
It enriched my understanding of research
and broadened my academic horizons,
fostering opportunities for collaboration
and engagement in interdisciplinary

* Dr Emmanuel Rowlands is a Senior
Post Doctoral Research Fellow
at the Africa Centre for Evidence,
University of Johannesburg
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work. Taking up diverse responsibilities
and engaging with colleagues with
different research interests facilitated the
development of new skills and improved
competencies. [ seized the chance to
learn new research methods, analytical
techniques, and data interpretation

approaches, which enhanced my research
toolkit. Working with a new supervisor
exposed me to fresh experiences, ideas,
and a more comprehensive network of

continues on page 11:
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continued from page 10:
scholars and professionals in different
fields, significantly adding value to my
career advancement.

However, functioning in a Centre with
divergent research interests resulted in
a lack of alignment in my niche area,
leading to potential conflicts in allocating
time and attention to different research
agendas. Although my postdoctoral
supervisor managed to provide expertise,
mentorship, and guidance in terms of
professional development and navigating
the academic landscape, her expertise lay
in the well-being of children and other
vulnerable populations, which diverged
from my core interest in violence
and gender science. Consequently,
I experienced confusion about my
passion and interest, contemplating a
change in focus. Feeling like the odd
one out, isolated, and alienated in terms
of interests, I found it challenging to
find common ground with colleagues or
engage in meaningful discussions about
my research, potentially impacting my
sense of belonging and job satisfaction.
Despite the obstacles encountered, my
journey as a post-doctoral researcher
was not without its triumphs. Each
breakthrough, no matter how small, filled
me with a sense of accomplishment and
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validation. Whether it was publishing a
novel article or presenting my research at
conferences, these moments reminded me
of the profound impact that science can
have on the world.

Reflecting on my journey, I am grateful
for the struggles and challenges that
shaped me into the researcher I am
today. They taught me the importance of
perseverance, resilience, and unwavering
dedication — qualities that will continue to
guide me as I navigate the ever-evolving
landscape of academia.

As a final note, my major advice to
every potential postdoctoral researcher
is to cultivate and maintain relationships,
especially with your PhD supervisors.
PhD supervisors serve as a “lighthouse”
to help you navigate the hushed halls of
academia and career development. My
PhD supervisor, Professor Kammila
Naidoo, was the singular factor that
helped me stay focused on my niche area.

Standing on the precipice of new
horizons, and with my strong bond with
my PhD supervisors, who continues to
offer mentorship and guidance, I am filled
with anticipation and excitement for the
discoveries ahead. In the vast expanse of
the unknown, I find endless opportunities
for growth and exploration of violence
and gender science.

“As a final note,
my major advice
to every potential
postdoctoral
researcher is

to cultivate

and maintain
relationships,
especially

with your PhD
supervisors. PhD
supervisors serve
as a “lighthouse” to
help you navigate
the hushed halls
of academia

and career
development.”
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