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Power of Authors 2025: Reimagining Authorship in a Changing World
25 March 2025
Convener: Prof Ngubane

Time Session Title & Description Speakers

9:00-9:10 Opening Address
Opening of the conference and welcoming the attendees.
A brief introduction to the discussion between authors, about authors.

09:10-10:10 | Session 1: Authors as Healers and Transformers
Topic: The Role of Authors in Healing Societal Wounds and Driving Transformation
Facilitators: Winston Mohapi

e Explore how authors have historically addressed trauma, conflict, and societal
challenges through their works.

e Case studies of authors whose works have inspired change or provided solace
during periods of difficulties in the world and or countries i.e. apartheid,
pandemics, war and displacement etc.

Key Questions:
e What is the responsibility of authors in promoting empathy and understanding?

10:20—-11:20 | Session 2: Authorship in the Digital Age: Challenges and Opportunities

Topic: Reinventing Authorship in the Era of Social Media and Technological
Advancements

Facilitator: Hetta Pieterse




Examine how authors can adapt to the digital landscape, where attention spans
are shorter and social media dominates.

Discuss strategies for authors to engage younger audiences who consume
content primarily online.

Explore the role of Al, and multimedia platforms in reshaping authorship.

Key Questions:

The Modern Griot: how can authors leverage platforms like TikTok, Instagram,
and YouTube to promote their work?
What are the risks and rewards of embracing technology in authorship?

11:30-12:30

Session 3: Copyright and Monetisation: Protecting and Profiting from Authorship

Topic: Navigating Copyright and Maximising Earnings in the Literary World

Facilitator: Prof Beth le Roux

Discuss the importance of copyright in protecting authors' intellectual property
and ensuring fair compensation.

Explore common challenges authors face with copyright infringement, piracy,
and unauthorised use of their work.

Provide practical strategies for authors to monetise their craft through diverse
revenue streams.

Key Questions:

How can authors effectively protect their work in the digital age?

What are the best practices for licensing, royalties, and negotiating contracts?
How can authors diversify their income beyond book sales?

How to create a sustainable author business model.

12:30-13:15

Break




13:20-14:20

Session 4: The Business of Authorship: Reclaiming the Market

Topic: Strategies for Authors to Thrive in a Competitive and Changing Market

Facilitator: Sihle Khumalo
e Address the challenges authors face in a market dominated by digital content
and declining reading habits.
e Discuss innovative approaches to marketing, publishing, and monetising literary
works.
e Explore collaborations between authors, publishers, and other creative
industries to expand reach and impact.
Key Questions:
e How can authors make their work more accessible and appealing to younger
generations?
e What are the most effective ways for authors to build a sustainable career in
the modern economy?

14:20-14:30

Closing Remarks

This programme is subject to change without prior notice.






